Suwannee River Watershed HO Proposal Team 

Meeting Minutes April 19, 2005  3:30-5pm
Attendees: MCohen, WGraham, KMcKee, JDelfino, JMartin, SJaishankar, CSlatton, SOpsahl, RLowrance, T Greenhalgh, PWelsh
1. Rick Hooper update from Wendy: NSF approved the idea of hydrol. Observatories as useful.  If 5 good proposals come in, they will get funded (as “testbeds.”) Doug James writing the solicitation.  Do testbeds with extended planning funds first 2 years, do instrumentation 3rd year, years 3-5 collect data and produce science because they are using internal dollars.  To go beyond 5, use MREFC money. RFP still expected in June.  Meeting with John Brighton and Margaret Lyman on April 26.

2. Email from Doug James on cyberstructure announcement – due 5/27 – digital watersheds.  Need letters of commitment from agencies.  If we got cyberstructure, would make us more attractive for testbed proposal.  Wendy will call David Maidment.  Maybe Peter Sheng interested.

3. Pat Welsh updated us on meteorogical data efforts he is leading as part of Florida Mesonet.  
a. Had a conference in Jacksonville 2 weeks ago.  Part of the national MADIS effort.  This mesonet would interface with cyberinfrastructure, Lamda rail network. Mesonet will be 1-stop shop for meteorological and some hydrological data including realtime data.  Will classify by level of quality and working on getting level 1 order data in every county. Only 10% of FL sites have potential to become a level1 site, even if perfectly instrumented, because of siting. Plan is to reduce scales by 1 order of magnitude. Want better forecasts in 24-48 hours.  

b. NWS now realizes what MADIS has done and is supporting NOAA’s efforts.  People at Kennedy Space ctr will move data to the FL mesonet through MADIS in Boulder, CO. Still recruiting more data providers. 

c. Next 2-3 years UNF committed to donating time/people.  Pat will provide a written report (consultant-mediated) as well as CD with powerpoint slide presentations.  

d. What is mesoscale? Anything below 100 natuical mile-scale; the thunderstorm scale.  

e. What about GA? Hoaganboom in GA very  active paralleling what FL is doing. He and Welsh have gentleman’s agreement to stay ‘in sync.’  
f. Can we identify where instruments needed? They worked on this at the mesonet workshop. Finding out where all sites are, then going to the sites to see them.   Goal is 1 level1 site per county. 

4. Subcommittee2 update from Joe Delfino.  See written document at http://suwanneeho.ifas.ufl.edu/committeesnew.htm  Joe would like to solicit comments from the whole team; i.e. input, additions, improvements to ideas there.  It was suggested that the UF Geography dept. (MBinford) be added as a resource for Landscape pattern analysis efforts.  Maybe need to add density and frequency of data required.  Proposal would suggest approach for data collection.
5. We need to get Springs Initiative reports/data.

6. Do we need to look for biological data:

a. Steve Opsahl has information on subterranean food web – new publication.  

b. Mark Brown has pubs on isol wetl, forested wetl studies?

c. Biology in Little River: Kathy Pringle, Andy Roseman, Alan Kovich is our contact, Manny Pescador (FAMU) is expert on aquatic inverts in Black water of SE US. Lowrance will contact.

7. New member of our Team is Sobha Jaishankar, Assistant VP and lecturer in the Office of VP for Research with a lot of experience with proposal development and ideas for cost-sharing, leveraging...  sjaishan@rgp.ufl.edu  392-8247, Griner Hall.

8. Subcommittee6 update is available at http://suwanneeho.ifas.ufl.edu/committeesnew.htm 

