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Introduction Methods

Tropical rivers in rural areas are likely to have good water quality.
However, current trends indicate that increasing development

pressures could have a deleterious effect on these water systems. Household interviews
Understanding local water quality concerns and local systems of = Interviewed heads of each household in each community
resource use are critical to the creation of effective watershed * Semi-structured interviews, 1-4 hours long
management plans that target the most important issues in a
particular area.
Food log

Perceptions of Amazonian river dwellers have centered on the idea
that they are highly dependent upon aquatic resources for survival
y and that water quality is threatened principally by erosion and 5
edimentation due to deforestation. My research demonstrates that the previous day.
ceptions do not reflect reality in every Amazonian

particularly in watersheds where immigration plays a Participant observation
owth.

= In San Miguel, visited three families once per day for eight days.
Female head of household was asked to report food consumed

* Provided information on topics not covered in the survey

= S 2=

his poster was conducted from May- = Allowed confirmation of information collected during the
ally d.isFinct communities located on the formal surveys
Bolivia.

San Pedro (Colonist) San Miguel (Indigenous)

P ge of | holds that fish |86% 100%
Average frequency 13.7 times/year 151.3 times/year

Average quantity of fish caught  |2.4 kilos 2.2 kilos reported
per time (1.25 kilos according to food log)
Average quantity of fish 41.5 kilos/year* 189.2 kilos/year**
consumed per year (including
purchased)
Other protein sources Beef: 291.2 kilos/year Wild game =7.3 kilos/week reported
Chicken: 79.2 kilos/year (4.4 kilos hunted, 1.2 kilos raised according
Pork: 48.4 kilos/year to log)
% of total protein consumption 9% 15% (according to food log)
satisfied by fish
TRANSPORTATIO 2/21 households own canoe 1/5 households owns canoe (w/o0
N (w/motor)*** motor)*¥*

DOMESTIC USE Drinking water Spring (100%) Streams (100%)
Bathing Primary location: River (81%) Streams (100%)
Secondary location: Springs
Primary location: River (67%) Streams (100%)
Secondary location: Springs

Laundry

erceptions of water quality

Perceived Sources of Water Pollution in San Pedro and San Miguel

WSan Pedro
D1San Miguel
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Source of Pollution



